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A moment of silence

Today we mowrn lost liberty in Russio where an autacracy fears o free press.
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risk their lives in Ukiaine. Because the world must know-
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Is Char bl Drowns ever satisfied?
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Park buwe all by thag iy a non-se-
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Climate change is an
issue for all humanity

1t is sad 10 see so many insinua-
tians in the news that green Issues
are part of some radical left ideology.
When will the wodd wake up to the
factthat this is a worldwide existen-
tial problem of imunediate concern?
Uidess serious measures are urgently
widertaken. the lives of everyone on
the planetwill be soverely impacied.
Lip senvice b not an option. Real, sig-
nificant acuon bs necessany W mit-
igate the catastrophic impact we
are already beginning to experience
from dimate chunge Addressingit | ent atire or religious symbols
will be painful and expensive, but the | walk by.
misery and cost of notactingwillbe | It adds to the diversity of the
much. much greater We must adjust | society. The US. is like a garden
owr thinking to that harsh reality. where flowers of many different
This is not a political issue. Itis an ! colors blossorn, Diversuy is the
issue of ull humanity. | hallmark of a liberal democratic
Bob Dohn | society with emphasis i liberal.
Hoffman Estates |  [ndia wsed to be like us. But in
the last few years with the rise to
power of the right-wing Hindu
adminsstration, its  liberalism
b gune inlo serious recession.
Examples are many. The latest is
banning Muslim girls in schools
and colleges thelr right to wear
the hijab. The issue became viral
after a video surfaced on social
media. A young girl wearing the
hijab. ndes ino the parking lot
of her college on her scooter,
patks the vehicle and starts
| walking towards the entrance.
| She is immediately accosted by

In the United states, wearing a
hijab, or head cover, is, with rare
exteptions, a non-issue. Une can
stand in the lobby of my hospital
or at a quad of any educational
| institution and within a short
| span of ume, see folks of differ-

Finding true ‘experts’
Here's a frightening scenario.

Multiple “experts” in a single dis-
cipline are lauded, respected, and
paid very well for their knowledge.
Theyve studied long and hard and
have reached the pinnacles of suc-
cess. When asked to solve a prob-
lem (let’s take the conomy, poverty,
injustice, legal incomprehensibility),
the expectation is that the “experts”
would agree, problem solved. Not
s0. Disagreement prevails and what I 5
persists, despite the amazing accom- | a gaggle of young men with saf
plishments of the human mind over | fron colured shawls (saffron is
the past 5.000 years are the awards | the preferred color of the right-
and abundani wealth amassedby | wing Hindu groups) draped over
these academics - and, of course, the | their shoulders, who start shout-
problemns, Perhaps someday allthe | ing their favorite slogan, Jai Sri
wealth can be used 1 actually solve | Ram (Praise Lord Ram) She
problems. Perhaps the brainweare | stands her ground, raises her fist
louking for is on a computer chip. in the air in defiunce, and shouts
There's human accomplishment. back, “God is great.”

David Hagerman | Muskan, the girl in the video,

St.Charles | is a 19-year-old student at the
college in the second year of her
courses for a bachelor of com-

| merce degree
“I was retuwrning an assign-
Join the conversation 5 B

ment” she said.

For the past few weeks in a
southern state of India. Kama
taka and now other states, girls
in multiple colleges and schools
are being prevented from enter-
ing  insttutions,  attending
classes or taking term exams
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unless they take
off the hijab.

The  main
reason  offered
by the schools
for  hanning
hijab is that it
vitiates the sec-
ular ambicnce
of an  Institw
tion. These
young Muslim
women sought
relief from the courts. The Kar-
nataka High Court upheld the
hijab ban, citing the need for
uniformity of dress in teach-
ing institutions, agreeing with
schools that the hijab is a reli-
glous symbol ‘The instivutions
were not banning any other reli-
gious symbal like the Bindi that
is worn by Hindu girls on their
forchead. Another argument
offered by the courts is that the
Quran does not prescribe hijab,
therefore it is not an essential
religious symbol.

For the state to claim it can
determine what a faith prescribes
for its followers scts a dangerous
precedent. The state should not
be in the business of interpreting
ascripture. Itis for the individuals
of the faith to decide it for them-
selves. Itis the duty ol the state to
protect the nghts ol its citizens to
practice their faith as they deem
fit, as long it does not cause harm
to the society.

Ihe most hypocritical is the
disturbance ol law-and-order
argument. The guls started pro
testing whei they were banned
There were emotional  pleas
with the school  administira
tors. ‘The students are the vie-
tims, not the instigators. To pre-
sume that they ae being forced
to wear the hijab/Nigab is not
accurate, either. There is diver-
sity of opinion in wearing nijab
among Muslin women. ‘There
is no faith where its followers do
not have varying opinions about
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The hijab and India’s slide
away from open democracy

how to practice it. There are
many instances where one fam-
Ity member, like a mother, may
wear the hijab and another, like
a daughter, may not or the other
way around.

These Muslim girls have been
attending schools and colleges
in hijab forever, so why the ban
now. An obvious explanation is
that the state of Karnataka is cur-
rently ruled by the right-wing
Hindu nationalist party, the BIP,
that has the aspiration of making
India a Hindu nation. In BJP's
India, only a saffton flower may
bloom. Banning hijab is the lat-
est in their desire to make Mus-
lims the "other.”

With the BJP in power, the
anti-Muslim  rheworic  has
increased, hate crimes against
Muslims and Christians and
Dalits have skyrocketed. Mus-
lims have been lynched for trad-
ing or even for the suspicion of
trading in cows, and Muslim
men have been pulled out of
trains for traveling with a Hindu
woman. Christian priests have
been assaulted for the canard
of conversion when they were
offering prayers.

Even on Christmas, right-wing
Hindu goons atiacked church
services and vandalized church
properties.  Atrocities  against
Dalits (euphemisin for untouch-
ables) have continued. including
recently, the physical assaultofa
Dalit groom riding u horse that
was considered an insult 1o the
higher caste communities,

Al socwties have old tra-
ditions and histories o grap-
ple with. India is no exception.
[ndia started out on positive
note. Sadly, it is rapidly becom-
ing an “illiberal” democracy.
Democracy withowt liberalism
tumns into an oppressive form of
majoritarianism

o Javeed Akhter is a physician and
Jreclance writer from Oak Brook.
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The Eurasian
‘heartland

axis’ threat

“Who rules the hearland rules the Word
Island. Who rules the Word tsland commands
the workl." So wrote the grography professor and
occastonal member of Pacllament Halford Mac-
kinder in has 1919 book “Demo-
crativ ldeals and Headity ™ Ma
kaders hearthaced vy vag
dfindr Lo Basian
it ' oI Lentr
tl':sﬁnmjgﬂ:s Slhcr?:l: and ;Ile
Hirnalayus 1o castan Ching
Andh wlile 1t basn't doininated
ihe world since — It gladngly
extcludes the UUnlted Stutes —
It still has great weight In what
Mackinder called “the Linds of
outer or insular crescent.” And
it seemed to have great weight suddenly on Feb.
24 when, just days after a conference bemween
Russia’s President Viadimir Putin and China's
President Xi finping at the Beijing Winier Olym-
pics, Russian troops suddenly invaded Ukraine.

It’s true that the Russia-China alliance solem-
nified then has not proven to e un uxis of steel.
! China has been skittish about supporting Putin’s
| aggression, abstaining rather than opposing
United Nations resolutions condemning it. On
the other hand, it has also spumed U.S. efforts at
mediation. Nonetheless, the apparent alliance
of Russia and China, however strained, and their
| friendly ties with lran raise dangers for the U.S.
" and lts friends and allies that American leaders
|‘ have been ignoring until recently.

! This heartland Axis of Unfreedom is reminis-
! cent of that Axis of Aggressors that dominated
|
|

dely

iiﬁhlllimpa

Mackinder’s heartland from August 1939 1o June
1941 — an alliance of totalitarian dictatorshi
that was the closest thing 10 what George Orwell
described in “1984." The key allies then were not
Russia and China but Gennany and Japan. The
key event was the signing of the Hitler-Stalin pact
on Aug. 23, 1939. This pact, and the almost simul-
" taneous end of Russia-Japan skirmishes on the
Manchurian border, gave two 20th-century des-
pats control of most of the landmass of Eurasia
— Mackinder's heartland. Adolf Hitler and Josef
Stalin promptly carved up Poland and the Bal-
tic states. Hitler sent his armies west and north, to
conquer Denmark and Norway, the Low Coun-
tries and France. By May 1941, he was master of
the Balkans all the way to Greece.

By any measure, that was a more serious men-
ace io freedom and decency in the world than
what we face today. Hider, Stalin and the Japa-
| nese warlords were bent on further conquests,
and on the mass murder of vast populations.

Today’s Russia-China alliance is obviously
not nearly as formidable as the Hier-Stalin axis.
| It may tun owt that Putin's invasion of Uktaine
| will backfire and cut Russia-China ties that are
| already frayed. The leaders and people of Europe,
| suddenly alert 1o the need to strengthen thetr mil-
itaries, will take on responsibilities bome by the
U.S. from the 1940s to the 1990s. Perhaps the West
will set aside stringent climate policies based on
| models of the distant future that inay prove no
| more valid than virologists” COVILY miodels of
! the recent past. And perhaps Xi, having observed
| the foundering of Putin's military strategy, based

on optimistic assumptions that proved unwa-
| ranted, may decline to rish the uncenaintes of an
| amphibious invasion of Taiwan.

Or 5o we my hope. But Uhkraine, and the ghost
| of Mackinder. suggest we should ponder unhap-
| pier possibilities as well.
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‘limate change is an
sue for all humanity

t is sad to see so many insinua-
1s in the news that green issues
part of some radical left ideology.
en will the world wake up to the
that this is a worldwide existen-
roblem of immediate concern?
’SS serious measures are urgently
>rtaken, the lives of everyone on
lanet will be severely impacted.
ervice is not an option. Real, sig-
ant action is necessary to mit-
the catastrophic impact we
Iready beginning to experience
climate change. Addressing it
e painful and expensive, but the
ry and cost of not acting will be
1, much greater. We must adjust
rinking to that harsh reality.
s not a political issue. It is an
of all humanity.
Bob Dohn
Hoffman Estates
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e’s a frightening scenario.
le “experts” in a single dis-
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ry well for their knowledge.
e studied long and hard and
ached the pinnacles of suc-
hen asked to solve a prob-
’s take the economy, poverty,
2, legal incomprehensibility),
ctation is that the “experts”
gree, problem solved. Not
Teement prevails and what
despite the amazing accom-
its of the human mind over
,000 years are the awards
dant wealth amassed by
demics - and, of course, the
. Perhaps someday all the
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In the United states, wearing a
hijab, or head cover, is, with rare
exceptions, a non-issue. One can
stand in the lobby of my hospital
or at a quad of any educational
institution and within a short
span of time, see folks of differ-
ent attire or religious symbols
walk by.

It adds to the diversity of the
society. The U.S. is like a garden
where flowers of many different
colors blossom. Diversity is the
hallmark of a liberal democratic
society with emphasis on liberal.

India used to be like us. But in
the last few years with the rise to
power of the right-wing Hindu
administration, its liberalism
has gone into serious recession.
Examples are many. The latest is

banning Muslim girls in schools
and colleges their right to wear
the hijab. The issue became viral
after a video surfaced on social
media. A young girl wearing the
hijab, rides into the parking lot
of her college on her scooter,
parks the vehicle and starts
walking towards the entrance.
She is immediately accosted by
a gaggle of young men with saf-
fron-colored shawls (saffron is
the preferred color of the right-
wing Hindu groups) draped over
their shoulders, who start shout-
ing their favorite slogan, Jai Sri
Ram (Praise Lord Ram.) She
stands her ground, raises her fist
in the air in defiance, and shouts
back, “God is great.”
Muskan, the girl in the video,

is a 19-year-old student at the

college in the second year of her
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| ment” she said.

For the past few weeks in a
outhern state of India, Karna-

| taka and now other states, girls
| in multiple colleges and schools
| are being prevented from enter-
| ing

institutions, ~ attending

| classes or taking term exams,

The hijab and Indza’s slide
away from open democracy

it seemed to have great weight [
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Russia’s President Vladimir Putin and
President Xi Jinping at the Beijing Winte
. pics, Russian troops suddenly invaded Uk
many instances where one fam- It's true that the Russia-China alliancs
ily member, like a mother, may | nified then has not proven to be an axis
wear the hijab and another, like | China has been skittish about supportin
a daughter, may not or the other | aggression, abstaining rather than
way around. United Nations resolutions condemni
These Muslim girls have been | the other hand, it has also spurmed U.S.
gttending schools and colleges | mediation. Nonetheless, the apparen
in hijab forever, so why the ban | of Russia and China, however strained,

unless they take
off the hijab.
The main
reason offered
by the schools
for banning
hijab is that it
vitiates the sec-
ular ambience

how to practice it. There are

of an institu- ‘gu:;ed Akhiter now. An obvious explanation is ties with Iran raise dangers fc
tion. These vew that the state of Karnataka is cur- | and its friends and allies that Americ
young Muslim rently ruled by the right-wing | have been ignoring until recently.

This heartland Axis of Unfreedom
cent of that Axis of s that
Mackinder’s heartland from August 1
1941 — an alliance of totalitarian ¢
that was the closest thing to what Ge
described in “1984.” The key allies th

Hindu nationalist party, the BJP,
that has the aspiration of making
India a Hindu nation. In BJP’s
India, only a saffron flower may
bloom. Banning hijab is the lat-
est in their desire to make Mus-

women sought

relief from the courts. The Kar-
nataka High Court upheld the
hijab ban, citing the need for
uniformity of dress in teach-
ing institutions, agreeing with

schools that the hijab is a reli- lims the “other.” Russia and China but Germany and
gious symbol. The institutions With the BJP in power, the | key eventwas the signing of the Hitle
were not banning any other reli- anti-Muslim  rhetoric ~ has | on Aug. 23,1939. This pact, and the a

increased, hate crimes against | taneous end of Russia-Japan skirm
Muslims and Christians and | Manchurian border, gave two 20th-
Dalits have skyrocketed. Mus- | pots control of most of the landms
lims have been lynched for trad- | — Mackinder’s heartland. Adolf Hi
ing or even for the suspicion of | Stalin promptly carved up Poland
trading in cows, and Muslim | tic states. Hitler sent his armies wesf
men have been pulled out of | conquer Denmark and Norway, t
trains for traveling with a Hindu | tries and France. By May 1941, he
woman. Christian priests have | theBalkansall the way to Greece.
been assaulted for the canard By any measure, that was a mor
of conversion when they were | ace to freedom and decency in |
offering prayers. what we face today. Hitler, Stalir
Even on Christmas, right-wing | nese warlords were bent on fur
Hindu goons attacked church | and onthe mass murder of vast pf
services and vandalized church Today's Russia-China allianc
properties. Atrocities against | not nearly as formidable as the t
Dalits (euphemism for untouch- | It may tumn out that Putin’s inv
ables) have continued, including | will backfire and cut Russia-Ch
recently, the physical assault ofa | already frayed. The leaders and
Dalit groom riding a horse that \ suddenty alert to the need to stre
was considered an insult to the | itaries, will take on responsibili
higher caste communities. \ U.S. from the 1940s to the 1990s.
All societies have old tra- | will set aside stringent climate
ditions and histories to grap- | models of the distant future t
ple with. India is no exception. \ more valid than virologists’ ¢
India started out on positive | the recent past. And perhaps >
note. Sadly, it is rapidly becom- \ the foundering of Putin’s mili
ing an ‘“illiberal” democracy. | on optimistic assumptions tl
Democracy without liberalism | ranted, may decline to risk the
turns into an oppressive form of | amphibious invasion of Taiwz
majoritarianism. | Or sowe may hope. But Uk
| of Mackinder, suggest we sh
|
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gious symbol like the Bindi that
is worn by Hindu girls on their
forehead. Another argument
offered by the courts is that the
Quran does not prescribe hijab,
therefore it is not an essential
religious symbol.

For the state to claim it can
determine what a faith prescribes
for its followers sets a dangerous
precedent. The state should not
be in the business of interpreting
ascripture. It is for the individuals
of the faith to decide it for them-
selves. It is the duty of the state to
protect the rights of its citizens to
practice their faith as they deem
fit, as long it does not cause harm
to the society.

The most hypocritical is the
disturbance of law-and-order
argument. The girls started pro-
testing when they were banned.
There were emotional pleas
with the school administra-
tors. The students are the vic-
tims, not the instigators. To pre-
sume that they ae being forced
to wear the hijab/Nigab is not
accurate, either. There is diver-
sity of opinion in wearing hijab
among Muslim women. There
is no faith where its followers do
not have varying opinions about

« Javeed Akhter is a physicianand | pier possibilities as well.

freelance writer from Oak Brook.

7 y ¢




