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fy Chiat b i l Downs ever satisfied?
Uwould have started with Arlington
Park but wy all know thats a non-se-
Quiltor The d e c i s i o nt o p a rone more
Pycho log i al nal in the coffin of Wl
Sub Thctng by stiddent announce:
ing the \hington Million et a l . wi l l
Qow be n i i n Kentucky shows that
CDT Church i l l i terath has ao cam:
passion for anything iin ob ing U l
Robs racing Lencuutage anyane
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fav D o w n e lls co l in Thursday
He expicoses the hurrur known as

C i a c h i l l czy well Please leaveWh
Vite ab is an P k Ct re i ) L L

Arne BNE

C l i m a t e c h a n g e is an
issue f o r a l l h u m a n i t y

be gee o

i t issad t o see so Many insinua-
Gans in the news that green issues
are part of some radical left ideology.
When will the world wake up to the
fact that this is a worldwide existen-

tal problem of immediate concen?
Uniess serious measures are urgently
t ider taben the lives uf everyone on
the phinet will be ws evel impacted.
Lip senice p nut an uption Real sig-

n i h a n t ACUGN bs Necessary lu c i t

igate the ¢ stastrophic impact we

are already beginning to experience
from clunate vhanige Addressing it

will be painful and eapensive. but the

A moment o f silence
Today we mourn last liberty in Russia where an autocracy fears 4 free press.

And we honor the journalists wha risk their fives in Ukraine. Because the warld must hua:

In the United states, wearing a
hijab. or head cover, |s, with rare
exceptions, anon-issue One can
stand in the lobby of my hospital
or at a quad of any educational
instituuon and within a short
span of time. sev folks of differ-
ent at t re or religious symbols

+ walk by.

unlessthey take
offthe hijab

The main
reason offered
by the schouls
for banning
hijab is that it
vitiates the sec-

ular ambience Javeed Akhter

The hijab and India?s slide

awayfrom open democracy
h o w to pract ice lt. There are
many instances where o n e fam-

ily member , i h e a m o t h e r , may
wear the h i j ab and another, i k e
a daughter , m a y no t or the other
w a y a r o u n d

These Muslim girls have been
attending schools and colleges
in hijab forever. so why the ban

The Eurasian
?heartland

axis? threat
?Who rules the heartland nues the World

Island. Who niles the World Island commands
the world.? S o wrote the prography professor and
occasivnal member of Parllament Halford Mac.
Kindler in his 1919 book ?Dema

? t a t e Wleab and Healt? Mus

bakers be atihes Faas agacdy

E f e ts L o t } f e a c i a
a om centsa v n across S n e a a n nthe

Uinalayas to castun Ching
Anch while i fhasit dominated,
the world since ? It glaringly
excludes the United States ?
It still has great weight in what
Mackinder called ?the lunds of
outer or insular crescent.? And
ft seemed to have great weight suddenly on Feb.
24 when, just days afier a conference between
Russia's President Vladimir Putin and Chua's
President Xi Jinping at the Beijing Winter Olym-
pics, Russian troops suddenly invaced Ukraine.

It's t u e that the Russla-China ulhance solem-
nified then has not proven to be uit axis of steel.
China has been skittish about supporting Putin's

; iggression, abstaining rather thun opposing
United Nations resolutions condemning i t On
the other hand, at hus alsa spurned U.S. efforts at
mediation. Nonetheless, the apparent alliance
of Russia and China, however strained, and thelr

Michael B a r o n e

misery and cost of not acung will be It adds to the diversigy of the of an institu now. An obvious caplanation is | friendly ues with Iran raise dangers for the U.S.
much much preater We must adjust | suciety The US is like a garden tion. These (ued es that the state of Kamatakais cur- ° and Its friends and allies that Amencan leaders
our t h i n k i n gvo diat batch reality. where flowers of miany different young Muslim rently ruled by the right-wing | havebeen ignoring until recently. |

T h i sts nut a p o l i t i cul issue. Itis an colors blossom. Diversty is the women sought Hindu nationalist party, the BJP, | This heartland Axis of Unfreedom is reminis-
issueof u l l humanity hallmark of a tiberal democratic relief from the courts The Kar- that hasthe aspiration of making | cent of that Axis of Aggressors that dominated

Bob Dokn| society with e m p h a s i son liberal. nataka High Court upheld the tndla a Hindu nation. in BJP?s | Mackinder?s heartland from August 1939 to June
Hoffman Estates India used tob el i k e us Butin hijab ban, citing the need for India, o n l yasaffron flower may

F i n d i n g t r u e ? e x p e r t s ?

Here s a fnghtening scenario.
bluluple ?experts? ina single dis.
cipline ate lauded, respected, and
paid very well for theu knowledge.
They've studied long and hard and
have reached the pinnacles of suc-
cess When asked tu solve a prob-
lem (let's take the economy, poverty,
injustice, legallncomprehensib i l iy ) ,

the expectation is that the ?experts?
would agree. problem sulved. Not
so Disugreement prevails and what
Peroists, despite the amazing accom:
plishments of the human mind over
the past 5 000) ea rs are the awards
and abundant wealth atnassed by

these academics - and, of course, the

problems Perhaps someday all the
wealth can be used tu actuully sulve
problems. Perhaps the brain we are
louking for is on a computer chip.
?There's husnan accomplishment.

David Hagerman
St. Charles

the last few years with the rise to
power of the right-wing Hindu
administzauon. its tiberalisin
ha. u n e mite serious Fecession,
Exunples ate many ?The latest 1s

banning Musl in girls in schools
and colleges their right tv wear
the hijab. The issue became viral
after a video surfaced on social
media. A young gitl wearing the
hijab. ndes into the parking lot

of her college on her scooter,
{ parks the vehicle and starts
) Walking towards the entrance

She is Unimediately accosted by
a gaggle of yaung men with suf.

fron colored shawls (saffron is
} the preferred colur ot the nght-
| wing Hindu groups) draped over
: their shoulders. who start shout
| ing their favorite slogan Jai Sr
1 Ram (Praise Lord Rain) she

stands her ground. raises hier fist
in the air m defiance. sad shouts
back, ?Gud bs great.?

Muskan, the gill ui the v ide,
is a 19-year-old student at the
college in the second year of her

southern state of India. Kama
taka and now other states. guls

unifonnity of dress in teach-

ing institulions, agreeing with
sthuals that the hijab is a reli.
gious symbol ?lhe institutions
were not banmng any other reli-
gious symbol like the Bindi that
is w o r by Tlndu girls on their
forehead. Another argument
offered by the courts ts that the
Quran does not prescribe hijab,
therefore it is not an essential
religious symbol.

For the state to c la im it can
de te rm ine what a fa i th prescribes

for its fol lowers sets a dangerous
precedent. The state should not

be un t he business of u t e r p r e t i n g
a scripture. I t i s for t he ind iv idua ls
uf the faith to decide it for chem-

selves. It ty the du ty of the state to

p r o t e c the nights o l i ly c i i zens to

Pract ise then faith us they deem
it, as lung it does no t c a t e ha rm

ta the society.

The inest hypucn iuca l as the
d o t u b a n c e of law a n d orde r

a r g u m e n t ?Ure gurls star ted pro
test ing w h e o they were banned

to wear the hijsh Niqub is net
accutate, exther, There is diver

bloom Banning hijab is the lat-
est in their desire to make Mus-

l imst h e ?other.?
With the BJP in power, the

anu Muslim ? rhetoric has
increased, hate crimes against
Muslims and Christians and
Dalits have skyrocketed. Mus-
lims have been lynched for trad-
ing or even for the suspicion of
trading in cows, and Musl in
men have been pulled out of
tains for traveling with a Hindu
woman. Chnstian priests have
been assaulted for the canard
of conversion when they were

offer ing prayers
Even o n Chr is tmas, r i g h t - w i n g

U i n d u goons a n a c k e d c h u r c h
services and vanda l i zed c h u r c h

propert ies. Atrocit ies ayasts t
Da l i ts ( e u p h e m i s m for watouch
ables) have cont inued, i n c l u d i n g

tecent ly, the p h y s t a l assault of a
Daht g r o o m r id ing a horse tha t
w a s cons ide red an wisult tu t he

higher caste commnin i t ies .
All societies have old ua-

Democracy without hbetalism
tums inta an opptessive fonn of

1941 ? an alliance of totalitarian dictatorship
that was the closest thing to what George Orwel
described in ?1984.? The key allies then were not
Russia und China but Germany and Japan. The

key event was the signing of the Hidler-Stalin pact
on Aug. 23, 1939. This pact, and the almost sumul-
taneous end of Russia-Japan skirmishes on the
Manchurian border, gave two 20th-century des-
pots c o n t d of most of the landmass of Eurasia
? Mackinder?s heartland, Adolf Hitler and Josef
Stalin promptly caned up Poland and the Bal-
(ic states. Hitler sent his armies west and north, to

, enquer Denmark and Nonvay, the Low Coun-
ines and France. By May 1941. he was master of

| the Balkans all the way to Greece
By any measure. that was a more serious men-

} ace to freedom and decency in the work! than

| what we face today Hider, Stalin and the Japa-nese warlords were bent on further conquests,
| and on the mass murder of vast populations.

Today?s Russia-China alliance is obvivusty
not nearly as {orcnudable as the Hitler-Stalun axis.
ft may tam out that Putin's mnsasion of Ukraine
will backfire and cut Russia China ues that are
already fray eu. The leaders and people of Europe,
suddenty alert to the need to strengthen then mil-
itaries, will take on responmbilitivs bome by the

| US from the 1940s to the 1990s. Perhups the West

will set aside stringent clumate pul i ies bused on
courses fora bachelor ul com. d h e were emotional pleas ditions and histunes to grap: | models of the distant future that insy prove no
mene degree with the school administra: ple with India is no exception. | more valid than virologists? COVID imodels of

?Lwas retumung an assign: turs. Ihe students are the vie India started out on positive + the recent past, Andpethups Xo. hay uag observed
ment"she said. tims. not the usngatory lo pre note Sadly. itis rapidly becom. | the foundering of Putin's military strategy. bused

For the past few weeks i n a sume thet they ae being lurved ing an ?iliberal? democracy. 1 on optinistic asstuuptions that proved u m s
{ ranted, may declune to risk the Unvertaindes uf an
! amplubious invasion of Taiwan,

fay be alte ws a2 in muluiple colleges aid schools sity of opmnion in weanng sijab ? majotitananism Orso we may hope But Ukraine. und the ghost
aaararice pablaatin Clevery ate being prevented f ron enter. among Muslun women t e r e * of Machinder suggest we should ponder unhap-

Ema: lenceposttioasyhera.com ing insutubons, attending ? is no faith where Us followers do « faterd Adderi s a physicianand? , pier possibilities as well.
classes of taking term exams, hot have vary ing epumiens a b o u t freelance writer f rom Oak Brook, MEE Csaba
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The hijab and India?s slide

loo ees NaBUETy
d e f i n e dt o include the Eurasian

11 a R eee=
H o m . E u r o p e

e a s t w r a r da c r o s s S d r e r i a a n d t h e
c e u i r a l

f i U ° A n d w i l e  h e s a ' t d e r i n n c a 5 Re a y
s u e f o r all h u m a n i t y w a o e d s i n c e ? & a

exchides Uninen
ti s sad tos e e s o many i n s i n u a - i t s t i l has g r e a t i i n w h a t MichaelBa
1si n t h e newst h a t g reen issues i c a l l e d? the l a n d s o f

par t o f some radical le f t ideology. Q A W a O m outer o r insular crescent.? A n ten w i l l t h e w o r l d wakeu p t o t h e e n M O o c y Y i t s e e m e dt o haveg r e a t wei ?

that t h i s i s a w o r l d w i d e existen- 24 when, just days after a conference t
srob lem o f i m m e d i a t e concem? Russia's imir Put in and

SS ser ious Measures are u rgen t l y I n the U n i t e d states, wear ing a
srtaken, t h e l ives o f e v e r y o n e o n {| h i j ab , o r head cover, is, w i t h rare
l a n e t w i l l be severely i m p a c t e d . | except ions, a non- issue. O n e can

erv ice is n o t a n o p t i o n . Real, s ig- | s tand i n t h e l o b b y o f m y hospi ta l

ant ac t i on is n e c e s s a r yt o m i t - o r at a q u a d o f any educa t iona l
t h ec a t a s t r o p h i c i m p a c t w e i n s t i t u t i o n a n d w i t h i n a shor t
r e a d y b e g i n n i n g to exper ience | span o f t ime , see fo lks of d i f fer -
c l i m a t e change . A d d r e s s i n g i t e n t at t i re o r re l ig ious symbols
e p a i n f u l a n d expensive, b u t t h e | w a l k
ryand cost of not acting w i l lb e
1, much greater. We must adjust

by.
It adds to the diversity of the

society. The U.S. is like a garden
ink ing to that harsh reality. where flowers of many different
S not a political issue. It is an colors blossom. Diversity is the
of all humanity. hallmark of a liberal democratic

Bob Dohn | society with emphasis on liberal.
Hoffman Estates India used to be like us. But in

l i n g t r u e ? e x p e r t s ?

e's a frightening scenario.
le ?experts? in a single dis-
are lauded, respected, and

sry well for their knowledge.
2 studied long and hard and
ached the pinnacles o f suc-
hen asked to solve a prob-
?s take the economy, poverty,
2, legal incomprehensibil i ty),
ctat ion is that the ?experts?
pree, prob lem solved. N o t
reement prevails and what
despite the amazing accom-
its of the h u m a n mind over
},000 years are the awards
d a n t wealth amassed by
demics - and, o f course, the
. Perhaps someday all the
n be used to actual ly solve
Perhaps the brain w e are
ris on a c o m p u t e r chip.
m a n accompl ishment.

D a v i d Hagerman
St. Charles
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pur comments (300-word limit).
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?be posted online. We de not
cation of every letter.

the last few years w i th the rise to
power of the right-wing Hindu
administration, its liberalism
has gone into serious recession.
Examples are many. The latest is
banning Muslim girls in schools
and colleges their r ight to wear
the hijab. The issue became viral
after a video surfaced o n social
media. A young girl wearing the
hijab, rides into the parking lot
o f her college on her scooter,
parks the vehicle and_ starts
walk ing towards the entrance.
She is immediately accosted by
a gaggle o f young men wi th saf-
fron-colored shawls (saffron is
the preferred color o f the r ight-
w ing H indu groups) draped over
their shoulders, who start shout-
ing their favorite slogan, Jai Sri
Ram (Praise Lord Ram.) She
stands her ground, raises her fist
in the air i n defiance, and shouts
back, ?God is great.?

Muskan, the gir l in the video,
is a 19-year-old student at the
college in the second year o f her
courses for a bachelor of com-

merce degree.
?I was returning an assign-

ment? she said.
For the past few weeks in a

southern state of India, Karna-
taka and now other states, girls
in multiple colleges and schools
are being prevented f r o m enter-

ing
classes or taking term exams,

institutions, attending

unless t h e y take
o f f the hi jab.

T h e main
reason offered
by the schools
for banning
hijab is that it
vitiates the sec-
ular ambience
of an institu-

t i on . These
young Muslim
women sought
relief from the courts. The Kar-
nataka High Court upheld the
hijab ban, citing the need for
uniformity of dress in teach-
ing institutions, agreeing with
schools that the hijab is a reli-
gious symbol. The institutions
were not banning any other reli-
gious symbol like the Bindi that
is worn by Hindu girls on their
forehead. Another argument
offered by the courts is that the
Quran does not prescribe hijab,
therefore it is not an essential
religious symbol.

For the state to claim it can
determine whata faith prescribes
for its followers sets a dangerous
precedent. The state should not
be in the business of interpreting
a scripture. It is for the individuals
of the faith to decide it for them-
selves, It is the duty of the state to
protect the rights of its citizens to
practice their faith as they deem
fit, as long it does not cause harm
to the society.

The most hypocrit ical is the
disturbance of law-and-order
argument. The girls started pro-
testing when they were banned.
There were emotional pleas
w i th the school administra-
tors. The students are the vic-
tims, not the instigators. To pre-
sume that they ae being forced
to wear the h i jab /N iqab is not
accurate, either. There is diver-
sity of op in ion in wearing hi jab
among Mus l i m women. There

G u e s tv i e w

is n o faith where its fol lowers do
not have vary ing opin ions about

Kinte  a

P r e s i d e n tX i Jinping a t the Beiji

how to practice it. There are | pics, RussianTroopssuddenly e er e e d U t

many instances where one fam- l s true that the Russia-China alliane
i l y m e m b e r ,l i k e a mother ,may| n i f i ed thenhas not provent o b e anaxis
wear the hijab and another, like | China has been skittish about supportin
a daughter, may not or the other | aggression, abstaining rather than |

way around. United Nations resolutions condemni:
These Muslim girls have been | the other hand, i t has also spumed US.

attending schools and colleges | mediation. Nonetheless, the apparen
in hijab forever, so why the ban | of Russia and China, however strained,
now. An obvious explanation is | friendly ties with Iran raise dangers fc
that the state ofKarnataka is cur- | and its friends and allies that Americ:
rently ruled by the right-wing | havebeenignoring until recently.
Hindu nationalist party, the BJP, This heartland Axis of Unfreedom
that has the aspiration of making | cent of that Axis of Aggressors that
India a Hindu nation. In BJP?s | Mackinder?s heartlandfrom August 1
India, only a saffron flower may | 1941 ? an alliance of totalitarian «

bloom. Banning hijab is the lat- | that was the closest thing to what Ge
est in their desire to make Mus- | described in ?1984.? The key allies th
l ims the ?other.? Russia and China but Germany anc

With the BJP in power, the | keyevent was the signing of the Hitle
anti-Muslim rhetoric has | on Aug. 23, 1939. This pact, and the a
increased, hate crimes against | taneous end of Russia-Japan skirm
Muslims and Christians and | Manchurian border, gave two 20th-
Dalits have skyrocketed. Mus- | pots control of most of the landmz
lims have been lynched for trad- | ? Mackinder?s heartland. Adolf Hi
ing or even for the suspicion o f | Stalin promptly carved up Poland
trading in cows, and Musl im tic states. Hitlersenth i s a r m i e swes
men have been pulled out of | conquer Denmark and Norway, t
trains for traveling w i th a Hindu | tries and France. By May 1941, he
woman. Christian priests have | the Balkans allthe wayt o Greece.
been assaulted for the canard By any measure,t h a t was a m o r
of conversion when they were | ace to freedom and decency in 1

offering prayers. what we face today. Hitler, Stalir
Even on Christmas, right-wing | nese warlords were bent o n fur

Hindu goons attacked church | andon the mass murder ofvast p
services and vandalized church Today's Russia-~China alliance

properties. Atrocities against | not nearly as formidable as the I
Dalits (euphemism for untouch- | I t may t u m out that Putin's inv;
ables) have continued, including | w i l l backfire and cut Russia-Ch
recently, the physical assault ofa | already frayed. The leaders a n d
Dalit groom riding a horse that | suddenly alert to the need to s t r
was considered an insult to the | itaries, w i l l take on responsibili
higher caste communit ies. US. f rom the 1940s to the 1990s.

Al l societies have o ld tra- | w i l l set aside stringent climate
ditions and histories to grap- | models of the distant future f
ple wi th. Ind ia is n o exception. | more valid than virologists? |
Ind ia started out on positive | the recent past. And perhaps >
note. Sadly, i t is rapidly becom- | the foundering of Putin's milit
ing an ?illiberal? democracy. | on optimistic assumptions t t
Democracy wi thout l iberal ism | ranted, may decline to risk the
turns into an oppressive f o r m o f | amphibious invasiono f Taiwé
majoritarianism. Or so we may hope. ButUk

of Mackinder, suggest we sh
pier possibilities as well.» JaveedAkhter is a physician and

freelancewriterfrom Oak Brook.
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